
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OfTice 

Addnrss: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, ViiEtnia 22313-1450 
www.ii.«:ptD.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATB 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/213,510 



12/17/1998 



iy03/2003 



7590 

MARTIN A FARBER 

866 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA 

SUITE 473 

NEW YORK, NY 10017 



PETER BRANDT 



3557-US 



6783 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, DUNG T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NLTMBER 



2871 

DATE MAILED: 1 1/03/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/213,510 



Applicant(s} 



Brandt et al. 



Examiner 



Dung Nguyen 



Art Unit 

2871 




— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- H the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply aruJ will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of thb communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Arry reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Aug 14, 2003 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice ur\6e\ Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213- 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1, 2, and 4-16 is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)0 Claim(s) 



6)K Claim(s) h 2, and 4-16 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)0 Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-8921 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper Nets). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (Piai 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statenwnt(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 28 q) Q Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR LI 14, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 08/14/2003 has been entered. 

Applicant's amendment dated 07/30/2003 has been received and entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pasco, 
US Patent No. 4,323,951, in view of Ogura et al., US Patent No. 5,915,822 and Abileah et al,, 
US Patent No. 5,629,784, as stated in the final office action. 

Regarding claims 1,11 and 16, Applicants contend that a combination of the teachings of 
the three references would not suggest the present invention such as Ogura et al. fails to disclose 
"continuity of surface" in a display unit (amendment, page 9). The Examiner agrees Ogura et al. 
might not disclose that the Ogura polarizing fiher is not in the same plane as the Ogura dial; 
however, the combination of Pasco and Ogura et al would lead the person skilled in the art to 
construct the present invention. In particular, Pasco discloses a display characters being formed 
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on opaque screen (i.e., the optical waveguide) to form therewith a continuous surface (see figure 
2). Therefore, the combination of Pasco and Ogura et al. would result the Ogura et al LCD in 
the Pasco's display character position. In other words, the LCD front surface would form a 
continuous surface as well as the claimed invention. 

Accordingly, the rejection of the above claims stand. 



4. Applicant's arguments filed 07/30/2003 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive as stated above. 



should be directed to Examiner Dung Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-0423. The 
fax phone number for this Group is (703) 308-7722. 

Any information of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the examiner 



DN 

10/19/2003 




Dung Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
GAU2871 



